Silver Birch
General
Length 65 feet (recorded by Bridgewater Canal Company as 19.81m length x 2.08m width), with 2’ 0” draught. Built 2006 by Price Fallows Ltd and fitted out by Maestermyn Marine. Built for hire on the Llangollen Canal, then transferred to Nantwich and then operated until 2005 by Middlewich Hire Cruisers at Middlewich. 6 berths. 2 toilets (one with shower). 
6-berth. Presented as 5-berth but we have the sixth bed-unit, can be swapped with the sideboard in the rear cabin if preferred.
From prow to stern, 65 feet long (67 over buffers). Internal headroom 6’ 3”. Layout starting from front, gas compartment, outdoor sitting area, dining area (can sleep an additional person if needed), kitchen area, double bed cabin, toilet, double bed cabin, toilet plus shower, single/double bed cabin, “cruiser” (open) stern area.
Boat currently moored at Stockton Lane, Grappenhall, Warrington.
Hull etc
Standard 10mm/6mm etc steelwork. Lower hull below rubbing-bar grit-blasted back to bare metal by Aquaduct Marina, stripe-coating of all welds 2018, two-pack epoxy repaint in “Hempadur 45143”, 3 coats. Other 2018 repairs by Aquaduct included welding of chines, new anodes (still in very good condition 3/26), stem-post and stern-post re-welding, replacement of rudder stock tube and bearings, overhaul of propeller shaft and bearings, full engine service. These followed an independent condition survey (all work recommended by the 2018 survey was professionally carried out, to value of £12,492.
Boat lifted and hull pressure-washed and then ground-off 3/26 and re-blacked, upper part (above rubbing-bar) repainted, cost £1,500. New deck hatches fitted 3/26.
Upper paintwork still in attractive Middlewich livery, minor wear-and-tear 2018-26, has been touched-in. 
Routine very minor ingress of water around rear engine-hatches after heavy rain dealt with by regular cleaning-out of drain-channels beneath hatches, electric bilge pump very effective, use about once a month. Main part of hull is automatically kept free of water by separate automatic bilge pump under rear bed (extremely little exiting water ever seen).
Mechanical and electrical
Isuzu 42hp diesel engine, serial no 184984 (uses red diesel), good reliable design, experienced no problems 2018-26, fitted with antifreeze and oil changed multiple times (never exceeded 200hrs), present oil calculated 80hrs into the 200hrs. (120hrs left). Oil changing very easy (hand-operated extraction pump on engine side). No known oil leaks, never experienced coolant leaks. Coolant etc hoses renewed 2018.
Diesel fuel, near-full tank. Tank thought to be c200 litres, and considered sufficient for two-weeks-plus cruising, as far as known. Surprisingly economical on fuel (4mph limit on all canals).
Engine drives propellor shaft through a PRM 150 gearbox. Forward/reverse control on-deck, very simple to operate. Depressing centre-button enables revving (if so needed) without engaging gear.
New drive belts (to alternators) fitted by Thorn Marine, Stockton Heath.
Fitted with Sterling 1.8kw inverter (to provide limited 240v mains supply for microwave, charging phones etc). New batteries fitted (4) in 2018 and again since. Comprise 1 x starter battery plus 3 x hotel-power batteries, on separate circuits to ensure reliable starting-power.
Batteries are charged when engine running by two 80-amp alternators and continually charged during daytime by solar panels (see below). One alternator (supplying interior fittings/lights) gave intermittent reliability problems in 2018-20 and was replaced with new.
Four solar panels were professionally fitted, no problems, batteries hold up even in winter, generally show 12-14v.
Interior lighting 12vv LED spotlamps and 12v fluorescent. Three-pin mains sockets provided throughout boat.
Gas and water
Webasto-operated heating, runs on diesel fuel, unit overhauled twice, very effective, never experienced problems. Engine plus Webasto unit (latter has been professionally overhauled) provide hot running water for kitchen sink, two wash-basins and shower.
Gas inspection (at Aquaduct Marina) by Cheshire Cat Narrowboats, Lock House, Hurleston CW5 6BU.
Two Calor gas canisters located in isolatable “hold” in the prow of the boat. Calor gas provides supply for kitchen cooker, very economical, one part-full canister has so far lasted eight years, plus second tank still fuel. Protective steel bar around gas regulator professionally fitted.
Water tank will hold sufficient water for several days’ cruising, free re-supply at canalside points. Water tank needs regular use/flushing through, easily done, after any (usually, winter) lack of use, to eliminate any discolouring. Kitchen-sink water is discharged directly into the canal. Toilet waste is discharged into two separate retention tanks, with extraction at canalside pump-out facilities via two threaded-brass caps located on the boat’s exterior side-walkway.
Fire extinguishers, smoke alarm and CO2 alarm fitted.
Interior
Comprehensive upgrading of interior undertaken 2018-19. New cooker, new fridge, one new toilet unit. New tap fitted 3/26. Television/DVD player and microwave provided.
Floor professionally repaired and new floor laid (WallaceSheen Boats) 3/26-4/26, cost £5,000.
Walls are oak veneer (light satin oak varnish). Interior insulated with Rockwool throughout.
Kitchen/galley area contains fridge, microwave, sink and high-quality hardwood worktop, plus below-sink storage cupboards. There are additional storage shelves for glasses/mugs etc.
There is a mid-point toilet and wash-basin and towards the rare a second toilet and wash-basin with thermostatically-controlled shower (hot water provided by either the engine or the central heating).
Interior Furnishings and accessories
The boat comes with curtains, mattresses and a full set of bedding (which can readily be retained or replaced as desired) and crockery, cutlery and kitchen utensils.
There are numerous storage cupboards and three wardrobes. There is ample storage space beneath the dining-area seats for additional space for storage-tubs etc.
Exterior Accessories
Boat comes with three long mooring-ropes, two boathook poles, two long poles (for aiding manoeuvring in confined spaces such as mooring-up-setting-off), two ring-type lifebelts, two self-inflatable lifejackets, supply of steel paddle-keys (for going through locks), mooring-ropes and spikes, two lump hammers for driving-in spikes, and a hookover-type ladder for aiding climbing aboard in the event of a falling-in event.
There is a working horn and working front LED headlight (both are safety requirements).
The boat comes with a standard ignition key, a Yale-type access key for entry, and keys for front and rear padlocks (these have been fitted for extra security). There is a key (it’s again standard) for access to Canals and Rivers Trust canalside toilet/shower facilities and (if locked) free-to-use water supplies.
Paperwork
No records from pre-2018 (boat hire company paperwork was not available). Boat carried name Silver Birch. Was originally Middletown Navigator. Was to be re-named Blink Bonny, never done but name appears in some early paperwork.
Have kept full record of major overhaul work 2018 and all recent remedial work 2026. Record of any work done since. Record of mileage kept (in hours) 2018-26.
Has passed both Boat Safety Certificate inspections for period 2018-26, in 2018 and 2022. Will have new Boat Safety Certificate (being undertaken shortly).
Boat continually insured with Assist Insurance Services Ltd (tel 01604-946460, renewals priority line tel 01604-949833, policy ref THDX24MP01).
Boat Safety Certificate (every 4 years) and insurance details (annually) must be emailed to Peel (if boat is moored on Bridgewater Canal), email to bridgewatercanal@peel.co.uk
Cruising licence and mooring fees payable to Bridgewater Canal (Peel). Boat licence number is B 3656. Contact at Bridgewater is Ms. Katherine Brocklehurst, The Bridgewater canal Company Limited, Peel Dome, Trafford Centre, Manchester M17 8PL 
Breakdown cover held with River Canal Rescue, member number 505533 (tel 01785-248793). Expiry date 30th August.
Operation
We can additionally advise verbally re operating as there is no printed manual available (engine maintenance etc available via Net). Very simple boat to operate, everything very standard.
Very reliable indeed, no engine or heating trouble whatever. One minor breakdown in 8 years (Morse cable from regulator handle snapped, was professionally replaced with new 10/25)
Keeping batteries charged was always a concern until we had solar panels fitted, no problem since. Batteries (644-type heavy-duty 12v) have been renewed twice, are currently in good condition and should last well due to solar-panel charging.
